REPUBLIC OF CROATIA
ZAGREB COUNTY

Administrative Department for Spatial Planning,

Construction and Environmental Protection

Environmental Protection Section
Class:

UPI/I 351-03/12-01/03

Reg. No.: 
238/1-18-02/2-13-16

Zagreb, 29 January 2013

The Zagreb County, Administrative Department for Spatial Planning, Construction and Environmental Protection, Environmental Protection Section, pursuant to Article 74, paragraph 1 and article 79, paragraph 2 of the Environmental Protection Act (Official Gazette No. 110/07), and in relation to item 2, sub-item 2.2 of the Annex III to the Regulation on Environmental Impact Assessment (Official Gazette No. 64/08 and 67/09), and pursuant to Article 36, paragraph 2 and Article 37.a, paragraph 4 of the Nature Protection Act (Official Gazette No. 70/05, 139/08 and 57/11), and pursuant to Article 17, paragraph 2 of the Ordinance on Appropriate Assessment (Official Gazette No. 118/09), concerning a request of the developer, Hrvatske vode - legal person for water management, Zagreb, Ulica grada Vukovara 220, for evaluation of the need for environmental impact assessment of the project: Construction of revetments on the Sava River: Okunščak, Rugvica, Obrovo, upstream of the sluice Prevlaka, downstream of the sluice Prevlaka, upstream of Dubrovčak, is passing the following

DECISION

I. for the planned project: Construction of revetments on the Sava River: Okunščak, Rugvica, Obrovo, upstream of the sluice Prevlaka, downstream of the sluice Prevlaka, upstream of Dubrovčak it is not necessary to conduct the procedure of environmental impact assessment, nor the procedure of main appropriate assessment of the project for the ecological network.

II. This decision will be published on the website of the Zagreb County in the proscribed manner.

The developer, Hrvatske vode - legal person for water management, Zagreb, Ulica grada Vukovara 220, submitted on 10 August 2012, through its authorised person, company Oikon d.o.o. from Zagreb, Trg senjskih uskoka 1-2, the request for implementation of the procedure of evaluation of the need for environmental impact assessment of the project: Construction of revetments on the Sava River: Okunščak, Rugvica, Obrovo, upstream of the sluice Prevlaka, downstream of the sluice Prevlaka, upstream of Dubrovčak. The competent body examined the request which was determined complete. The document attached to the request - Technical documents for evaluation of the need for assessment, which was developed by the company Oikon d.o.o. from Zagreb, Trg senjskih uskoka 1-2, and the Study of preliminary impact assessment of the project for ecological network developed by the same authorized company.
In the submitted documents, the following was stated: 

On the left bank of the Sava river, on the locations Okunščak, , Rugvica, Obrovo, upstream of the sluice Prevlaka, downstream of the sluice Prevlaka, upstream of Dubrovčak damages to the revetments and bank landslide were detected. The construction of revetments of the left Sava dike was planned in the section from approximately 675 km to 649 km of the Sava river. The main task of the project is protection of the left Sava bank, and thus also its hinterland from floods. The defended area is mostly located in the area of  the Town Ivanić Grad and the Municipality Orle. The whole project is located in the area of the Zagreb County.

The competent body submitted the received request for opinion to the Directorate of Rural Development and Directorate of Water Management of the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature Protection Directorate of the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Nature, State Institute for Nature Protection, Directorate for the Protection of Cultural Heritage of the Ministry of Culture, Town Ivanić Grad, Municipality Rugvica and Municipality Orle. Additionally, the information about the request was published on the bulletin board of the Zagreb County and the webpage of the Zagreb County (www.zagrebacka-zupanija.hr) in the duration of 30 days (from 4.9.2012 to 4.10.2012). 

In relation to the required opinions and published information, the competent body received the opinion of the Town Ivanić Grad (Class: 351-03/12-01/03, Reg. No.: 238-04/28-12-2 of 1.10.2012) in which it was stated that for the project in question, in the part relating to the area of the of the Town Ivanić Grad (upstream of Dubrovčak Lijevi, on the left Sava bank), there is no need for carrying out of environmental impact assessment. The opinion of the Ministry of Agriculture was also received (class: 351-03/12-01/68, Reg. No. 525-12/0904-12-5 of 26.10.2012), in which it was stated that from water management viewpoint there is no need for environmental impact assessment. The Ministry of Culture also gave its opinion (class: 612-08/12-01/2218, Reg. No.: 532-04-04/9-112-2 of 9.11.2012) that for the planned project from cultural heritage viewpoint there is no need for environmental impact assessment.
 The State Institute for Nature Protection requested, prior to their opinion on the necessity of carrying out the main impact assessment for the ecological network, a supplement to the study of preliminary assessment for ecological network. The reasons for their request for supplementation were, in general, the following: the study did not consider the impact of construction of a series of 5 hydropower plants in Slovenia (so called Lower Sava). Two of these HPPs were constructed and put into operation, the third is under construction, and the remaining two should be built by 2018. Also, the study did not consider the fact that in the past 25 years in the area from Podsused to Rugvica there was recorded lowering of the Sava river bed in some locations of more than 3 m due to gravel exploitation in several places in this area). As the most problematic part of the project, they considered the planned shortening (excavation) downstream of Prevlaka, and this in the width of 10 m, in order to widen the river bed, and also cutting of trees in a 30 m zone. They requested clarification whether during construction of revetments, stone material would be connected with mort or similar material, or there would be no connecting. They remarked that the study did not consider the fact that revetments made of crushed stone are excellent habitats for invasive groups of organisms (besides plants, certain species of fish, crabs and other invertebrates). It is considered that the appearance of invasive species may lead to disappearance of autochthonous fauna (they mentioned the example of amphipods and consequential reduction of diversity and biomass of the entire autochthonous fauna). The also asked from the study developers to declare whether they believe that the project is acceptable for all planned locations without implementation of mitigation measures (otherwise the procedure of the main assessment will have to be conducted). 
The study developer submitted on 29.11.2012 to this competent body the supplements to the study in line with the remarks of the State Institute for Nature Protection, which were immediately forwarded to this body for opinion. The State Institute for Nature Protection has, after conducted analysis of the supplemented study, submitted its final opinion (class: 612-07/12-29/185, Reg. No.: 366-07-3-12-5 of 14.1.2013). In the conclusion of the opinion, it is stated that the required supplements are sufficient and the study carried out appropriate additional assessment of possible significant negative influences on the integrity conservation objectives in the area of the ecological network, and it is considered that this project is acceptable and that it is not necessary to carry out the main assessment of the project with assessment of other favorable possibilities. Based on the above, the opinion  of the Administrative body of the Zagreb County competent for nature protection activities is attached to this file (class: UP/I-612-07/12-02-03, Reg. No.: 238/1-18-02/5-13-11 of 23.1.2013) that the carrying out of the main assessment of the project with assessment of other favorable possibilities is not necessary. In general, it was stated that in the procedure of obtaining the location permit for construction and performance of works and project outside of the construction area limits, it will be necessary to proscribe conditions for nature protection which are quoted in the opinion of the State Institute of Nature Protection of 14.1.2013.
Based on the inspection of the request, determined factual state according to earlier presented procedure and implementation of criteria determined in Annex V of the regulation on Environmental Impact Assessment, the competent body assessed that for the project, considering the nature of the intervention and location, there is no need to carry out environmental impact assessment procedures and main assessments of the intervention with assessment of other favorable possibilities.
Item II. Of the text of he Decision is determined according to the provisions of the Regulation on information and participation of the public and public concerned in environmental matters (Official Gazette No. 64/08). 
Due to all determined above, it was decided as in the text of the Decision.

INSTRUCTION ON LEGAL REMEDY:

Against this Decision a complaint can be filed to the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Nature, Zagreb, Ulica Republike Austrije 14, within 15 days of its reception. 

The complaint is filed directly to this Administrative department, or it is sent by post through this Administrative department, and may also be declared verbally for the minutes, with  administrative fee in the amount of 50.00 HRK according to Tariff No. 3 of the Administrative Fees Act (Official Gazette No. 87/96, 131/97, 68/98, 66/99, 144/99, 63/00, 17/04, 110/04, 150/05, 153/05, 129/06, 117/07, 25/08, 60/08, 20/10, 69/10 and 126/11). 

The administrative fee for request and this was properly paid in tax stamps in the amount of 70.00 HRK according to Tariff No. 1 and 2 of administrative fee tariffs of the Administrative Fees Act.
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